Casino
design
unveiled

By Rod Nickel
of The StarPhoenix

Seven piercing strobes of light aim-
ing skyward, a wall displaying simu-
lated northern lights and a colourful,
rolling design will make the Dakota
Dunes. Casino and Resort impossible
to miss.

That’s the whole idea in the casino
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The Saskatoon Tribal Council un-
veiled the look of its $35-million casi-
no for the Whitecap Dakota First Na-
tion on Thursday.

- “The teal value of this is that it car-
ries a sense of excitement,” said
Charles Boyd, of Tulsa, Okla.-based
Thalden Boyd Architects. Dakota
Dunes will be the 105th casino on
which Boyd has worked. .

“There has to be a wow factor.”

The exterior materials include
stone, wood .and different colours of

- plaster. -

The casino’s design evokes Native |
culture’ and co-operation. Seven sky-
ward lasers or spotlights (the architect

“hasn’t decided which to use) and sev-
~en stone pillars in the entrance sym-
_bolize the seven bands of the Saska- |
toon Tribal Council. -

The skyward lights criss-cross,
fomung a teepee 1mage At the front
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Design work now turns to the i interi- -
or, which Boyd said will be stunning.

“I just love it,” said Saskatoon Trib-
al Council grand Chief Glenn John-
stone. The strobes of light should get
the attention of business travellers fly-
ing overhead, he said.
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